I nstructor: Susan Sugar man Hum 365/ Psych. 365

1-N-7 G een Hall Fall, 2010
Emai | : sugsue@ri ncet on. edu Tu., Th. 11:00-12:20
Phone: 258-4445 Room 111 East Pyne

O fice hours: By appoint nent

FREUD ON THE PSYCHOLOG CAL FOUNDATI ONS OF THE M ND

Course Description. An inquiry into the basic nature of the human
m nd, as understood by Sigmund Freud. For Freud, our basic
psychol ogi cal nature has to do with what inpels human thought and
behavi or. Wat processes in our mnds make us think and act? What
isit tothink and to act? Wy, as a species, do we think and act,
when we ni ght have done sonething else? The ains of the course are
both to track Freud's attenpt to identify the irreducible, primtive
principles of nental life and to reflect on and critique them

Readi ng
By S. Freud:

Five |l ectures on psychoanal ysis (1909)

CGeneral psychological theory: "Formnulations regarding two
principles of nental functioning” (1911); "On narcissisnt
(1914); "Instincts and their vicissitudes" (1915);
"Repression” (1915); "The unconscious"” (1915); "NMbourning
and nel ancholia" (1917); "The econonic problemin
masochi sm' (1924); "Negation" (1925)

Totem and taboo: Chapter 2, "Taboo and enoti onal

anbi val ence™ (1913)

Beyond the pl easure principle (1920)

The ego and the id (1923)

Cvilization and its discontents (1930)

An outline of psychoanal ysis (1940)

Addi tional readings to be announced.

Al'l readings are available at the Labyrinth Books and on reserve in
Firestone Library.

NOTE: LAPTOPS ARE NOT PERM TTED IN TH S CLASS



Cour se Schedul e

Week Day Readi ng
0 9/ 16
1 9/21 Five lectures on psycho-
anal ysis (1909),
Lectures 1-3
9/ 23 Five |ectures,
Lectures 4-5
2 9/ 28 "Formul ati ons regarding
the two principles in
mental functioning" (1911)
(Gen. psych. theory)
Excerpt fromlInterpre-
tation of dreans, 604-606
(1900) (handout)
9/30 Totem and taboo, Ch. 2,
"Taboo and enoti onal
anbi val ence" (1913)
3 10/5 "On narcissisnt (1914)
10/7 "lInstincts and their
vi ci ssi tudes” (1915);
4 10/12 "Repression" (1915);
"Negation" (1925)
10/14 "The Unconsci ous” (1915)
5 10/ 19 "Mourning and nel an-
cholia" (1917)
10/ 19 FIRST PAPER due
10/ 21 Beyond the pl easure
principle (1920), Chs.
1-3
6 10/ 26 Beyond the pl easure

principle, Chs., 4-7

Topi c
I nt roducti on

Freud's thesis of
determ nism all
behavi or (i ncl udi ng
t hought and feeling)
has an expl anati on.

Freud's attenpt to
identify those

basic principles to
whi ch human i npul ses,
and hence all thought
and behavi or, reduce.
Here, the pleasure and
reality principles.

At what nonment did the
civilized m nd begin?

An extra differenti a-
tion in human devel op-
ment .

How t he basic
principles\instincts
translate into

derivative instincts
and into thought and
behavi or.

"repetition conpulsion,”

constancy principle,
i ntroduction of the
death v. life instincts



(6)

10

11

12

10/ 28 M DTERM EXERCI SE due i n cl ass;

FALL BREAK

11/9

11/11

11/ 16

11/ 18

11/ 23

11/ 25

11/ 30

12/ 2

12/ 7

12/ 9

12/ 14

12/ 16 FI NAL EXERCI SE due in cl ass;

The ego and the id (1923)
Preface & Chs. 1-3

The ego and the id,
Chs. 4-5

"The econom c problemin
masochi sm' (1924);
end of "Negation" (1925)

Cvilization and its
di scontents (1930),
Ch. 1

Cvilization and its
di scontents, Chs. 2-3

THANKSG VI NG BREAK

Civilization and its
di scontents, Chs. 4-6

Civilization and its
di scontents, Chs. 7-8

TBA

S. Freud, An outline
of psychoanal ysi s (1940)

(enphasi ze Chs.

2,8, 9)

revi ew

att endance nmandat ory

Pl ayi ng out of the
|ife/death instincts

for self, mnd, and
norality.

Speci al Topic TBA

Reprise: Wat are the
essential constitutive
f eatures of hunan nent al
life?

att endance nmandatory

Readi nghd 1/ 6/ 11, Thur sday (not Deans Date!), SECOND PAPER DUE 4:30 in

SS mui l box in Geen Hall

(plus back-up enuil

copy)



